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his child; has he the same right in respect to his belief? How is it with 

the state and the church? This distinction recognized in the definition 

is thereafter scarcely referred to. In consequence the argument suffers in 

clearness and cogency, tending on the one hand to a possible underestimate 

of authority in respect to conduct and on the other to an overestimate in 

respect to belief. 

Despite these defects of the book it is a valuable contribution to 

the subject and in the main calculated to influence thinking in the right 

direction. 

Ernest D. Burton 
The University of Chicago 



The Gospel of Reconciliation or At-one-ment. By W. C. 
Walker. Edinburgh: Clark; New York: Scribner, 1909. 
vi+245 pages. $2.00. 

Through his recent book, The Gospel of Reconciliation, or At-one-ment, 
Rev. W. C. Walker of Glasgow has laid the Christian world under renewed 
obligation. 

To those familiar with his earlier books: The Spirit and the Incarnation, 
and The Cross and the Kingdom, the title of the new work will give rise to 
the question as to what it contains that is new. A close reading of the 
other books will disclose that much that is in the new book is in the others, 
at least in germ. Wherein then lies the justification for the new book ? 

It is not merely an expansion of germinal ideas found in the other books. 
Mr. Walker feels that "the present outlook in a large portion of Christen- 
dom is 'most ominous'" and doubts if the churches are faithful to Christ 
and "His Gospel of God." Modern evangelism, he feels, is in danger of 
falling into legalism, and of veiling the free, universal, unconditional forth- 
going of divine grace by preaching conditions of acceptance with God 
utterly foreign to his uncorrupted gospel. He therefore tasks himself 
to bring the Gospel of Reconciliation to its proper place in the mind of 
the church. 

What is the Gospel of Reconciliation? It is not merely that God 
forgives all who in contrition seek to leave their sin and amend their lives. 
The prophetism of the Old Testament proclaimed this. The Gospel 
of Reconciliation in Christ came as a new, freshly creative, personal force 
into the world. It is the simple message of the holy God and father who 
cannot wait until his wandering children return, but who in the urgent 
necessity of holy love must go forth to cause their return and bring them 
into at-one-ment with himself. The whole experience of Christ represents 
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not a movement of man toward God but a coercive movement of God 
toward man. The Gospel of Reconciliation is the universal, "rich, free, 
unconditional gospel of God's love." It is the message of God's love in 
action, operating for the redemption of all mankind. "The divine for- 
giveness goes forth to men, not because of the Cross; on the contrary, 
the Cross came to Christ because God was forgiving men. Instead of 
forgiveness being grounded on the Cross, the Cross is grounded on the 
forgiving love of God." 

This is the kernel of the book, the essential, abiding, evangelical doc- 
trine of reconciliation, the unrestricted preaching of which the author 
believes would save the world. But what about Christ's death ? Christ 
met his death in the fulfilment of his vocation as the representative of human- 
ity and in utter obedience to God's will in a world dominated by self-love. 
All ideas, therefore, of "expiation" and "atonement to God" as well as 
of arbitrary and externally inflicted penalty are foreign to the discussion. 
The death of Christ has a "judicial" as well as an ethical aspect. Indeed 
the latter is grounded on the former and the two grade into one. But all 
that came to Christ in the way of suffering came to him as the representative 
of humanity in the sequence of the divine moral order, and what he suffered 
was the desert of human sin which is self-punitive in its working. The 
Gospel of Reconciliation comes through the Cross, but the Cross does not 
add to the teaching and testimony of Jesus. It is the final witness of 
God's righteousness and God's love, and the paramount means by which 
the forgiving God comes to men in reconciling love, for God was immanent 
in Christ. The Cross manifests the self-destructive nature of self-love, 
exhibits the completeness of God's opposition to sin, and visualizes the 
unceasing urgency of God's love. All this is instructively and illumin- 
atingly brought out in chapters headed: "Christ Made Sin for Us," "How 
Christ Bore Our Sins," "Christ and the Race: the Head of Humanity," 
and in the general consideration of Paul's doctrine which is shown to be 
substantially concordant with the teachings and life-work of Jesus. 

Only one chapter is devoted to the social aspect of the gospel, and this 
we feel to be less convincing than it might be. The gospel is designed to 
perfect the social organism and many of its social bearings are described 
but what is said seems to be in the air for lack of any definite and clear 
recognition of the radically social nature of the individual. The hope of 
collective redemption is made to depend upon the redemption of the indi- 
vidual, but no adequate emphasis is laid in the book upon his essential 
social nature as the key to social salvation. The kingdom of God is based 
on the idea of society which you cannot have apart from beings whose 
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ground nature is social, a fact which both Plato and Aristotle recognized, 
and which is made emphatic throughout the sacramental and dynamic 
unity and uniformity of divine revelation. If the cry for a social gospel 
is to be satisfied it must be shown that the gospel fits into the folds of our 
essentially social nature and is qualified to bring us to our richest promise 
and fullest expression of power as members of the social organism. That 
this is true the concentration of Christ's earthly ministry makes manifest. 
Mr. Walker has this in mind throughout the book, and it pervades this par- 
ticular chapter, but it nowhere ascends to that distinctness required to 
satisfy the call of our modern specialized social sense for a social gospel. 

J. J. Martin 
Chicago 



Ezra Studies. By Charles C. Torrey. Chicago: The University 
of Chicago Press, 1910. xv+ 346 pages. $1.50. 

The nine chapters of this book are devoted to the consideration of 
the following topics: I, "Portions of First Esdras and Nehemiah in the 
Syro-Hexaplar Version"; II, "The Nature and Origin of First Esdras"; 
III, "The Story of the Three Youths"; IV, "The Apparatus for the 
Textual Criticism of Chronicles-Ezra-Nehemiah " ; V, "The First Chap- 
ter of Ezra in Its Original Form and Setting"; VI, "The Aramaic Portions 
of Ezra"; VII, "The Chronicler as Editor and as Independent Narrator"; 
VIII, "The Ezra Story in Its Original Sequence"; IX, "The Exile and 
the Restoration." 

The book is one which makes its appeal to scholars. It is distinctly 
above the range of the average man. Professor Torrey has the rare 
capacity of detaching himself wholly from preconceived and prevalent 
views with reference to a piece of literature and so formulating his own 
view with entire independence. The positions assumed in this book are not 
wholly new, since they were in large part expressed by Professor Torrey in 
his earlier work, The Composition and Historical Value of Ezra-N ehemiah 
(1896). This earlier work has not received the attention that its author 
thinks it deserves; hence he has returned to the consideration of the sub- 
ject in the present volume and has sought to make his propositions so 
compelling that scholars must give heed to them, even if they do not accept 
them. It is perfectly safe to say that in this purpose he has succeeded. 
No scholar hereafter can do any creditable work upon Chronicles, Ezra, 
and Nehemiah without taking full account of the labors of Professor Torrey. 

It is not likely that some of the positions here taken will find many 



